
Dear Members

This last year has been a particularly busy one for the committee 
because we had to rewrite our Data Handling Policy and our Health 
and Safety procedures as a result of Government Legislation.

The lecture programme arranged by Lael Nelson and Jane Seaborn 
included a fascinating range of topics, from Roman Villas via Mozart 
to Ruskin. In January, we were entertained by a lecture on the way 
the great fashion houses collaborated with the finest jewellers to 
produce works of art of outstanding quality and glittering opulence. 
An unusual lecture in July, on the fate of statues of public figures in 
revolutions, provoked an interesting discussion. Lael has devised 
another excellent programme for next year. However, we urgently 
need another programme secretary to work with Lael.

Ann Buckley and Vickie Neill organised a wide-ranging programme 
of visits. The tour of Marlborough House was notable because it was 
most interesting and ably guided by our own secretary, Pamela Wilkes. 

The Away Day to 
Lullingstone Castle and 
Roman Villa was greatly 
enjoyed, particularly the 
world garden designed 
by Tom Hart Dyke. 
They have planned the 
2020 programme, but 
we need two new Visits 
Secretaries to coordinate 
the 2020 programme and 
to devise the 2021 list.

Our 2019 Away Trip to Liverpool, planned by Isobel Hewens, was  
in October. The study day introduced us to the history of Liverpool 
and Lord Lever’s Port Sunlight and Art Gallery. We are also looking 
for someone to replace Isobel.

As in previous years, there has been a strong volunteering input 
which Jane Seaborn now co-ordinates. We have again given Holly 
Lodge in Richmond Park financial support for their special needs  
art classes, but we have had to halve the amount donated compared 
with previous years.

Our financial position is less buoyant than it has been previously. 
Lecturers’ fees have increased and the Arts Society unexpectedly 
raised the per capita fee paid each year by well above the rate of 
inflation. We have reviewed our membership fees, which have not 
increased for 6 years, and have decided that the cost of both single 
and joint memberships should rise by £10 per person to £45 and £80 
respectively from December of this year. We hope that this will  
then allow us to keep them at this level for several years.

Thanks are due to Karen Le 
Gros, Haro Harocopos and 
other volunteers, who supplied 
the drinks at most lectures for 
this last year. We are now 
looking for a group of volunteers 
to provide refreshments, with 
one or two co-ordinators.

Lady White was given Life 
Membership of our Society this year in recognition of her contribution 
over the years.

The 2020 programme
This Newsletter includes details of all the lectures and visits  
planned for 2020. The lecture programme will range from Peggy 
Guggenheim, the art of colour in garden design, the genius of 
Raphael, Constable and Turner, through Beethoven to Royal 
celebrations of Christmas. The Away Day will take us to Dorney 
Court and Dorneywood. Visits include a walking tour of King’s 
Cross and a connoisseur’s tour of Turner’s house, Sandycombe 
Lodge. At the study day, Dr Paul Roberts will set the scene for the 
Away Trip to Naples, Herculaneum and Ischia in May, bookings  
for which closed in September.

The committee
Caroline Delius has replaced Gillian Ennis as Membership Secretary. 
Gillian continues to manage our website and we thank her for all  
her input.

You will gather from reading this newsletter that we have vacancies 
in a number of key roles which are central in delivering our Society’s 
exciting programme of lectures, visits and away trips. We really do 
need new committee members for 2020, because our treasurer Gill 
Grunwald and both of us Co-Chairs finish our official terms of office 
at the end of 2020. Please do get in touch if you would like to 
contribute to the Society in this way.

We would like to thank all the committee, those retiring and those 
staying on for all their invaluable contributions over the last year.

SubScriptionS

nb: inSurance diSclaimer

Subscriptions for 2020 are £45 single and £80 for joint membership.

If you pay by Standing Order, please ensure that you are paying the 
correct amount.

If you pay by cheque, please write one immediately, dated  
1 December 2019, and send it to the Treasurer, Gill Grunwald,  
187 Sheen Lane, London SW14 8LE. Telephone: 020 8878 9480.

Only one reminder will be sent.

Remember that the Arts Society South West London will benefit if 
you are able to make this payment into a Gift Aid payment. Please 
ask our Treasurer for the Gift Aid Form.

The Arts Society South West London cannot be held responsible for any 
personal accident, loss, damage or theft of members’ personal property.

Members are covered against proven liability to third parties.

The Arts Society South West London is a member society of The Arts Society President: Lady White Evening view of Naples from Camaldoli
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Venue: Dryburgh Hall, Putney Leisure Centre. Monday evenings at 8pm. 
Visitors welcome.

13 January

Peggy guggeNheim
Lecturer: Alexandra Epps

Peggy Guggenheim 
– the ‘poor little 
rich girl’ who 
changed the face of 
twentieth century 
art. Not only was 
Peggy Guggenheim 
ahead of her time 
but she was the 
woman who helped 

define it. She discovered and nurtured a new generation of artists producing 
a new kind of art. Through collecting not only art but the artists themselves, 
her life was as radical as her collection.

Alexandra Epp’s background is in design, having practised as a graphic 
designer running her own design consultancy for many years. She now is the 
official Guide and Lecturer at Tate Modern, Tate Britain and Guildhall 
Art Gallery. She also offers guides to the City of London. Co-author of the 
book Lord Mayor’s Portraits 1983–2014 (2015).

10 February

the subtle Art of Colour  
iN eNglish gArdeN desigN
Lecturer: Timothy Walker

This talk looks at how to apply the 
principles of colour theory in designing 
a border, but it also looks at the ways 
in which a border is different from a 
painting. However, it goes further 
than this and looks at how work of the 
likes of Turner, Monet, Rothko, 
Jackson Pollack, and Hockney evolved 
in parallel with ideas about what a 
garden or border should look like.

Timothy Walker was director of the University of Oxford Botanic Garden 
for 26 years during which time the Garden won four Gold Medals at the 
Chelsea Flower Show, one of which was for an exhibit explaining the science 
of using colour in the garden. Since 2014 he has been the College Lecturer in 
Biology at Somerville College Oxford.

9 march

the geNius of rAPhAel
Lecturer: James Lindow

This lecture charts the meteoric rise to prominence of Raphael (1483–1520). 
It analyses his early work in the Perugino workshop; his sojourn to Florence 
in 1504 and his key commission for the Papacy who summoned the artist  
to Rome in 1508 so cementing the fame of this phenomenal talent. 1500 
marks the start of the High Renaissance and the emergence of Raphael as  
a great Master.

James Lindow was 
the first Renaissance 
PhD from the Royal 
College of Art and 
the V&A. He has 
convened and 
presented at 
international 
conferences; lectures 
widely in the UK 
and overseas and is 
currently a fine art 
underwriter in the 
City. He has written 

articles on diverse aspects of the Renaissance, and his book entitled The 
Renaissance Palace in Florence: Magnificence and Splendour in Fifteenth 
Century Italy was published to widespread critical acclaim.

11 may

historiC grAffiti – the hiddeN story 
of the hoPes, feArs ANd desires  
of A NAtioN
Lecturer: James Wright

Modern graffiti is often 
seen as transgressive 
and moronic. However, 
look closely at the walls 
of our historic buildings, 
trees, caves and 
rockfaces and you will 
see a world of graffiti 
left that illuminates the 
psychology of our 

ancestors. The study of historic graffiti enables us to hear the lost voices of 
ordinary individuals through their images of daisywheels, ships sailing 
across the walls, knights drawing their swords, demons stalking the 
stonework and every animal imaginable….

James Wright FSA is an award-winning archaeologist and accredited 
lecturer with both the Arts Society and WEA. He has over fifteen years of 
lecturing experience and has talked to a wide variety of organisations 
including the Gresham College, Shakespeare400 and the National Trust.

8 June

turNer vs CoNstAble:  
the greAt british PAiNt-off!
Lecturer: Nicola Moorby

The story of the epic rivalry between the two giants of British art, JMW Turner 
and John Constable. As unlike in background and temperament as their 
paintings were in style, these two creative geniuses transformed the art of 
landscape during the nineteenth century. This lecture examines their 
‘signature’ paints; how they overcame the ‘technical challenge’ of sketching 
from nature and how their differing approaches fared in the competitive 
arena of the Royal Academy.

Nicola Moorby is an independent art historian specialising in British art  
of the nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. Formerly a curator and 
researcher at Tate Britain, she has worked on a number of exhibitions and 
publications on JMW Turner including, How to Paint Like Turner (Tate 
Publishing, 2010) and the Tate’s new online catalogue of the Turner Bequest.

13 July

the geNius of beethoveN
Lecturer: Peter Medhurst

Famously, every morning of his adult life, Beethoven measured out exactly 
60 coffee beans for his breakfast. A man who is capable of such discipline 
over a cup of coffee, can surely apply that exactness elsewhere in his life; and 
in Beethoven’s case, it was applied to his compositions. In fact, the detail 
found in his music is often so subtle, that 
most people don’t even know it’s there. 
The lecture explores Beethoven’s genius as 
a writer of music, at the same time setting 
his extraordinary story against the 
backdrop of 19th century warfare, 
revolution and dramatic social changes.

Peter Medhurst appears in the UK and 
abroad as a musician and scholar, giving 
recitals and delivering illustrated lectures 
on music and the arts. He studied singing 
and early keyboard instruments at the 
Royal College of Music and at the 
Mozarteum in Salzburg.

lectureS



14 September

diCkeNs, lAwreNCe ANd ZhivAgo: 
dAvid leAN’s Art of CiNemA
Lecturer: Neil Faulkner

Drawing on new insights, this 
lecture will use the films of 
renowned director David Lean 
to explore the art of cinema. 
Cinematic images are modern 
art forms. In the ‘golden age’ 
of cinema, filmmakers had to 
construct sets to represent 
landscapes, townscapes, and 
interiors. Sometimes they used 
paintings and photographs, 
sometimes they built scale 

models, and sometimes they constructed full-size replicas. In each case, they 
created an art installation that they then captured in celluloid images.

Neil Faulkner is an archaeologist, historian, writer and occasional 
broadcaster. He lectures widely in archaeology, ancient history, classical 
civilisation, modern history, and current affairs. He is a director of several 
archaeological projects and he is currently setting up new field projects to 
explore the Second World War battlefield of Cassino and to pioneer the 
archaeological investigation of cinema.

12 october

150 yeArs of loNdoN  
uNdergrouNd desigN
Lecturer: Mark Ovenden

Love it or loathe it, 
you can’t fail to be 
impressed by 
London’s Tube.  
It was the world’s 
first underground 
railway and grew 
into one of the 
biggest and 

arguably best designed. In his talk the lecturer will show how the tube and its 
various facets, such as the architecture of tube stations or the tube diagram, 
fabric designers for seats influenced not only transport systems worldwide, but 
also impacted on our daily lives – Southfields station even inspired the Daleks.

Design historian Mark Ovenden is an internationally respected author, 
presenter, broadcaster and lecturer whose best-selling books have been 
translated into many languages. Ovenden brings joyful insight, warmth, 
humour and accessibility to what might on the surface appear somewhat dry, 
geeky or technical subjects. His infectious enthusiasm in print, on TV, radio 
or delivering talks, enthralls and informs audiences.

9 november

with A little helP from their frieNds: 
the beAtles ANd their Artists
Lecturer: Barry Venning

A journey through the 
60s in music and 
images, following the 
Beatles from the 
Hamburg Reeperbahn 
in 1960 to Abbey Road 
in 1969. The band was 
fascinated by the 
visual arts. With the 
help of friends such as 
the artists Peter Blake, 
Jann Haworth and 
Richard Hamilton, the 
photographer Bob Freeman and the gallery owner, ‘Groovy Bob’ Fraser, 
they also turned album design into an art form in its own right.

Barry Venning is an art historian specialising in British art since 1700,  
with a particular interest in the work of JMW Turner, on whom he has 
published and spoken extensively. He has also twice contributed to BBC 
documentaries on the artist. He works for the Open University and has 
lectured on British art in Europe, Australia and New Zealand.

14 december

A right royAl ChristmAs:  
how our royAl fAmily hAs 
CelebrAted ChristmAs from the 
middle Ages to the PreseNt
Lecturer: Roger Askew

Our royal families have always celebrated 
Christmas. William the Conqueror made sure 
of his claim to the English throne by being 
crowned in Westminster Abbey on Christmas 
Day 1066. Feasting on a spectacular scale 
characterised medieval Christmases – 
including crane’s flesh, peacocks and herons. 
Present-giving ranged from the extravagant 
– the City of London presented Richard II 
with a camel and a pelican – to the witty – 
Mrs. Thatcher sent the Queen a pair of yellow 
washing-up gloves having seen Her Majesty 
doing the dishes without any.

Roger Askew was a chorister at Wells Cathedral 
School and a choral scholar at Magdalen 
College, Oxford. He combined a teaching 
career with professional singing in London, 
and after a further degree in Music became 
Director of Music at Daniel Stewart’s and 
Melville College in Edinburgh. He is President 
Emeritus of The Stoke Poges Society and 
Chairman of the Arts Society Windsor.

Study aFternoon

Venue: Putney Library. Prior booking is required and a charge is made.

thurSday 2 april 2.30pm–4.30pm

the history ANd Art of NAPles  
ANd its surrouNdiNgs
Lecturer: Dr Paul Roberts

This study afternoon ties in with the Away Tour to Naples but all members 
are welcome to attend.

The centre of Naples has Medieval, Renaissance and Baroque piazzas, 
palaces, Museums and Galleries, including the Archaeological and the 
Capodimonte; narrow streets of 
traditional shops, restaurants, 
bars; and beautiful churches 
including Santa Chiara with its 
maiolica cloister, the Gesu 
Nuovo with its jewelled façade 
and the Chapel of Sansevero 
with breath-taking sculptures.

The surrounding area includes 
Herculaneum, smaller than 
Pompeii but more intimate and 
atmospheric; the villa of Nero’s 
second wife Poppaea at Oplontis 
with beautifully decorated 
rooms and an Olympic 
swimming pool; and the winery 
estate of Boscoreale with buried 
jars for fermenting wine.

Dr Paul Roberts is the Keeper  
of Antiquities at the Ashmolean 
Museum of Art and Archaeology, 
Oxford University, and was 
Senior Roman Curator in the 
Greek and Roman Department 
at the British Museum.  
He studied at the Universities  
of Cambridge, Sheffield and 
Oxford, researched in Italy  
and excavated widely in the 
Mediterranean. His research 
focuses on Roman daily life  
and art.



A charge is made and prior booking is required.

Friday 14 February – 11am and 2pm
the ChArterhouse ANd  
st bArtholomew’s hosPitAl 
museum

A guided tour of The Charterhouse, originally  
a Carthusian Monastery founded in 1348, then  
a private mansion after the Dissolution of the 
Monasteries, now a complex of alms houses.

A visit to St Bartholomew’s Hospital Museum 
and a tour of St Bartholomew the Great and  
St Bartholomew the Less churches, the Hospital 
Square, North Wing and Great Hall, all designed 
by James Gibbs, finishes in the Hospital’s 
Museum and Archive, where Hogarth’s famous 
Biblical paintings can be seen.

march: date to be conFirmed
bACkstAge tour of the royAl 
oPerA house, CoveNt gArdeN

A visit to one of the 
world’s leading opera 
houses as it prepares 
to open its doors  
for the evening 
performance. The 
Backstage Tour 

includes an introduction to its colourful history, 
an insight into the re-development of the Royal 
Opera House and a look at aspects of current 
productions. Tours may include opportunities to 
see The Royal Ballet in class, or the magnificent 
backstage technology in operation.

WedneSday 20 may – 11am and 2.30pm
wAlkiNg tour of kiNg’s Cross 
ANd guided tour of st PANCrAs 
reNAissANCe hotel

A tour of the area around St Pancras and King’s 
Cross stations will include: Heatherwick’s ‘Kissing 
Roofs’ Shopping Mall; the Gasholder Apartments; 
Aga Khan Centre; University of the Arts.

St Pancras Renaissance Hotel, was designed by 
George Gilbert Scott in 1873. Following use as 
railway offices, it received Grade I listed status 
and re-opened as a luxury hotel in 2011. Its 
interior is as spectacular as the exterior with 
many original features, and its showpiece, the 
Grand Staircase.

thurSday 25 June (to be conFirmed)
royAl PAvilioN, brightoN

The Royal Pavilion started as 
a modest 18th century lodging 
house. Architect Henry 
Holland helped George, 
Prince of Wales, transform 
his humble seaside retreat 
into a handsome neo-

classical villa – known as the Marine Pavilion. 
John Nash redesigned the building in the Indian 
style. We will have an extensive guided tour 
lasting 90 minutes. In addition, you can also visit 
the Brighton museum and art gallery in the 
Royal Pavilion gardens in your own time.

thurSday 23 July
All day coach trip from Dryburgh Hall

dorNey Court ANd 
dorNeywood
Dorney Court is a Tudor 
Manor House dating 
from around 1440,  
with some Victorian 
reconstruction. The 
oldest part of the house 
is the panelled parlour 
with fine examples of 
antique furniture. The great hall contains 
linenfold panelling from Faversham Abbey.

Dorneywood was originally a Georgian farmhouse 
with Victorian additions, and was remodelled in 1919 
by Sir Robert Lorimer. It is now a country home 
for a senior member of the Government, usually 
a Secretary of State or Minister of the Crown.

WedneSday 23 September –  
11am and 2pm
orleANs house gAllery  
ANd Jmw turNer’s house, 
sANdyCombe lodge

A guided Heritage Tour 
of Orleans House 
Gallery, home to the 
Richmond Borough Art 
Collection, including the 
Study Gallery which 
explores local history 
and the beautiful Grade I 
listed Octagon Room.

A ‘Connoiseurs’ Tour’ 
of Sandycombe Lodge, 
the recently restored 
house and garden of the 

artist JMW Turner, who designed it as his ‘own 
house in the country’, a retreat, where he could 
live with his father, away from the pressures of 
the art world.

november: date to be conFirmed
mANsioN house
Mansion House is the 
official residence of the  
Lord Mayor of London.  
It is a Grade I listed building. 
Mansion House is home to a 
magnificent plate collection 
and an art collection including 
sculptures and the 84 Dutch 
paintings of the Harold 
Samuel Art Collection.

aWay tour

viSitS
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WedneSday 13 may – monday 18 may 2020

the history ANd Art of NAPles,  
isChiA & herCulANeum

On the day after arrival, we will have a guided 
walking tour of Naples, visiting the Convent of 
Santa Chiara which has been sympathetically 
restored after its destruction during World War II 
and whose cloister is one of the most photographed 
corners of Naples. We also visit the Cappella 
Sansevero, the burial chapel of the di Sangro family, 
which is full of sculptural monuments, including 
the renowned “Cristo Velato” by Giuseppe 
Sammartino. Then we continue to the Palazzo 
Reale to view its halls filled with furniture, 
tapestries, paintings and porcelain. In the afternoon 
we visit the recently excavated 
Greek-Roman remains under 
the church of San Lorenzo 
Maggiore.

Our second day will include 
visits to see Caravaggio’s ‘Seven 
Acts of Mercy’ and ‘The 
Martyrdom of Saint Ursula’ 
before going to the Duomo 

with its wonderful 
Capella di San 
Gennaro, filled with 
silver busts of saints. 
We continue to  
the Museo di 
Capodimonte, with its 
magnificent collection 
of Italian paintings, 
including Titian, 
Botticelli, Perugino 
and Raphael.

The third day 
involves a hydrofoil crossing to the island of 
Ischia, and a guided tour of the old town.  
In the afternoon we visit the Giardini la Mortella, 
Lady Walton’s spectacular garden.

On the following day, we have a guided tour of 
Herculaneum, followed by a visit to Oplontis to 
visit the well-preserved Villa Poppea, which was 
the home of Nero’s wife.

The last day has a guided tour of the world-
acclaimed Museo Nazionale Archaeologico.

Booking is now closed for this but the related 
Study Afternoon is open to all.


